
UNITED STATEs ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION 4 


ATLANTA FEDERAl- CENTER 

61 FORSYT'i STREET 

A'LAN rA, GEORGIA .10303-8960 

NOV 30 20W 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RF,CEIPT RF,Qt:ESIED 

Mr. Richard H. Straeter 
Vicc President, Eastern Region 
Continental Resources. Inc. 
P.O. Box 749 
Mt. Vernon, Illinois 62864 

SUB]; 	Consent Agreement and Final Order: 
Docket No. CWA·04-2011-5016 

Dear Mr. Straeter: 

Enclosed is a copy of the Consent Agreement and Final Order (CAPO) for the above referenced matter. 
This CAFO became effective on the date of filing with Ute Regional Hearing Clerk as required by 
40 C.P.R. §§ 22.6 and 22.31, and as indicated on the Certificate of Service. 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency hereby notifies you that the Expedited Settlement 
Agreement (ESA) has been executed by both parties and is binding on tile EPA and you. Upon receipt of 
your assessed penalty of $500,00, the EPA will take no further action against you foe the violations cited 
in the ESA. Your copy of the executed ESA is enclosed. 

You must submit your payment within seven (7) days ofyour receipt of this letter by eithec electronic 
funds transfer. certified or cashiers check made payable to "Environmental Protection Agency," The 
<:heck and a letter accompanying the check shall reference the name of tile resPQnsible party (Oil Spill 
Liability Trust Fund-311, Continentl!1 Resources, Inc.) and the EPA docket number CWA·04-2011· 
5016, and shall be sent depending upon your pceferred method ofpayment identified in Enclosure A. 

AT the same time. you shall s.end a separate copy of each check and a vnitten statement that the payment 
is being made in accordance with this CAFO. to the persons at the foHowing addresses: 

Ms. Patricia Bullock 

Regional Hearing Clerk 

U.S. EPA - Region 4 

61 Forsyth Stree~ S.W. 

Atlanta, G<'Orgia 30303-8960 


jl'lt$Ma! Addrt'l$.$ (UAU • httf.Uiwww.epa.gov 
~&<;yclll~j~14b!••Prim .. " ",gh \I~~ o~ Basad lM3l'11'1 R~d F'apGf (Mlnmum 3W')' P'XllCOrlS4f1W(j 

http:httf.Uiwww.epa.gov


Mr. Mel Rechtman 
South Enforcement and Compliance Section 
RCRA and OPA Enforcement and Compliance Branch 
U,S. Environmental Protection Agency, Regiol'l4 
61 Forsyth Street, S.W. 

Atlanta, Georgia 30303 


If you have any questions, please contact Mel Rechtman at (404) 562-8745. 

Frank S. Ney, Acting Branch Chief 
ReRA and OPA Enforcement and Compliance 

Branch 
ReRA Division 

Enclosures 

cc: USCG 



COLLECTION INFORMATION 

CHECK PAYMENTS: 

u.s. Environmental Protection Agency 
Fines: and Penalties 
1',0, Box 979077 
St, Louis, Miswuri 63197-9000 

WIRE TRANSFERS: 

Wire tr.msfcrs should be directed to tJ~e Federal Reserve Bank ofNew York 

Federal Reserve Bank of New York 
AHA ~ 021030004 
Account ~ 68010727 
SWIFT address = FRNYUS33 
33 Liberty Strect 
New York, New York 10045 
Field Tag 4200 of the Fedwire message should read "D 68010727 Environmental Protection Agency" 

OVERNIGHT MAIL: 

u.s, Bank 
1005 Convention PI""" 
Mail Station SL-MO-C2GL 
SI. Louis, jl,lissouri 63101 

Contact: Natalie PelU'SQn 314-418-4087 

ACll (also known as REX or remittance express) 

Autom.ated Clearinghouse (ACH) for receiving U,S, currency 
l;S Treasury REX I ACH Receiver 
5700 Rivertech Court 
Riverdale, Maryland 20737 
Contacts: John Schmid 202-874-7028 or 
Remittance Express 1-866-234-5681 
ABA ~ 051036706 
Tr.msaction Code 22 ~ checking 
Environmenta1 Protection Agency 
Acwnnt 310006 
CTX Format 

ONLlNEPAYMENT: 
There is now an On Line Payment Option, available through the Dept. ofTtcasuty. 
'fl1is payment option can be accessed from the infonnation below: 

"'ww,pav,gov 
Enter sfo 1.1 in the search field 

Open fonn and complete required fields, 




UNITED STATES F,NVIRONMENTAL I'ROTEC'I10N AGENCY 

REGION. 


61 FORSYTH STREET, ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303 

EXPEDITED SPILL SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 


DOCKETNQ, CWA·O·1-2011·5016 

On: April 17, 2011 Tinu:: 14:00 
At: or ru;ilt Culver Heirs Russe!!hurg 1# t fadllty in Union 
ComIty, Kentucky, Contineutal Rc:murces, Inc. (R.espondent) 
discharged approximately 200 gallons of nil in violation of 
Sect'on 311(b)(3)orti;eClelln Water Act (the Acl).a'l note<i 
on the attached ALLEGED C!V1L VIOLATION (Form), 
wbkh is hereby incorporated by refetenee, 

The EPA flnds the Rtswndent's con<l'uct il'. Mlbject to the 
dischurgt! prohibition of Section 311(b)(3) or the At!, as: 
described in that statute and fttttMr descrIbed by 
40C.F.R. § IJ(),3. TheRespondentadmitsbeingsunjeclfo 
Se<:llon 3-11(0)(3) and thnt lhe: EPA !m$jurisdiction over the 
Respoodent and the Respondent's eonduct as described in 
the Form, Respondent lU!iilier oomils mIT denies Ihe 
Allegations in the Form, 

The tWA is authorized to enter into chis Expedited Spilt 
Settk:meut Agreement t1hder tiw authority vested: in the 
Administmtorof the EPA by Section 31 1(b)(6)(B)(i) ofthe 
Act, 33 U.s,C. § 132l{b){6)(B)(i), as amended by the Oi! 
Pollution Acl of [990, and by 40 C.P.R. § 22,n(b), The 
ponies e:."Iter into this Expediled Spill Settlement Agre~ent 
in order to settle thefivil vlolationdcsClibed in (he Penn for 
a penalty of$S()(tOO,Respotldem consents to the a~8essment 
{lfthis penalty. alleged -

Thill Expedited SpiU Settlement Agreement is also subj«:tto 
the fallowing tmns and conditio.'1S; R~pond(''1lt certifies, 
subje<:t to civil and criminal penalties for making a false 
submission ro the United States Govemment, that it has 
investigated the Ci'lUi;e of the spilt, it has cleaned up the spill 
pursuant to federal requirements at a cost uf:!: \~ (X)(: ........, 
aod it has taken t;olTC{:tive actions IMI will pnl cut ~ture 
spms. The Respondent also by s.ignature on this Expedi!cd 
Spill Settlement Agreement agrees to payment ofthepenalty 
a.«'ressed. Do ru,;t ,ndog; paymW!. Upon rece.iving written 
-execution of this Agreement, Respondm shall submit 
payment within 7 days by certified check {)T electrooic funds 
transfer fur $500.00 plt)'abie to tile "US Environmental 
Protection Agency CWA-3['!;;. lnstnretions on how to 
make Ihis payment wilt be included in tbewritttunolicc thst 
will be ru<Jed \vhen the Expedited Spill Seulement 
Agreement becomes: effective. 

Upon signing and returning tltis Exped:ited Spill Settlement 
Agreement (0 !be EPA. RcsponO:eruwaives1ile cppol1Unlty 
for a hearing or appeal pursuant to Section J J I onhe Act, 
and cumem to the EPA'upproval o(thcExpedited Spill 
Settlement Agreement without ftn1he: nolice, 

After this Expedited Spill Settlement Agr~nt becomes 
effeciive and the assessed penalty is paid, EPA wiU lake 
no furtber action against the Respondent for the violation 
of Scction 311(0)(1) of the Act described ill the Form. 
Howevet, EPA doc« not waive any fights to take lIny 
enfcr~ent uclion for any other past, present, or futllre 
violatkm by the Responderu: ofSectiotl 311(b)(J) oftbe Act 
or of any other federal statute OT regulation. By its first 
signature. EPA ratifies the Findings lind Alleged Violation 
set forth in the Form. 

This Expedited Spill Settlement Agreement is binding 00 
the parties signing below, and effective upon the EPA's 
flHngoilhe docoment with the Regional Hearing Clerk. If 
the Respondent dues not Sign and return this ExpcJib,:d 
spill Settlement Agreement as presented within 30 days of 
the date of Its recelpJ:, the proposed Expedited Spill 
Settlement Agreement 1$ withdrawn without prejudice to 
the EPA's ability to flI¢ any othcr en{urcement aclion for 
the vlolntion identified in the 1"().1U, 

APPROVED BY RESPONDENT: 

Name (print): Rich~r~ R. str.~eter 

Tifle (prttlt): Viea President - Eastern Region 

?nff7/C~__ ==-
Signntufe:~~ 

APhDBYTIIEf:llPk 

~~~lJaI.~At 
Frank S. Ney. Act\n~~___ M ".. Z 
RCl{A and OPA Enf~t and Compiia!'lP:'Bra~ 
ReM Division Z (..)

C) Q 

IT J.S SO ORDERED: p ~ 

. ..L<# & ~_.D",_~m_
SUsan B. Schub ~ 
Regional ludicial Officer rev 111·10 SS 



ALLIi:GIi:DCIVlL VIOLATION POCKET No,CWA-Q4-2Ql1-5016 

1. Continental Resources, Inc., Respondent, is a corporation with a place ofbusin ... l"""ted at 302 
Nortll Jndependenct, Bnid, Oklahoma 73702. The Respondent is a person within the meaning ofSection 
311(3)(7) of the Clcan Water Act, 33 U.8.C. § 132t (0)(7) (Act). . 

2. Respondent i. lhe owner ofan onshore facility within tile meaning ofSection 311 (a)(1 0) ofti,. Act. 
33 U.S.C. *1321(a)(IO). whkh is located at Culver Heirs Russellburg #1 facility in [Jnion County, 
Kentucky ("facility"). 

3. Section 31 1 (b)(3) .fthe Act prnhihill! the discharge ofoil into or upon the navigable waters oft.., 
United Stat(,';il or adjoining shorelines in such quantities that have been determined may be harmful to the 
public health or welfare or environment of the United States, 

4. For purposes of Section 311 (b)(3) and (b)(4) oflhe Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1321 (b)(3) and (b)(4), 
discharges ofoil into or upon the navigable waters <lfthe United Statw in such quantities that have been 
detennined may be harmful to the public health or welfare or environment of the United States are 
defined in 40 C.F.R. § 110.3 to include discharges of oil that (1) violate applicable water quality 
standards Ol'~ (2) cause n film or a sheen upon 01" discoloration of the surface of the water or adjoining 
shorelines or, (3) cause a sludge or emulsion to be deposited beneath the surface of the water or upon the 
adjoining shorelines. 

:5. On April J7, 2(11) Respondent discharged an estimated 200 gallons ofoil as defined in Section 
311(.)(1) oflhe Act, 33 U.s.C. § 1321 (a)(l), from its facility into or upon Highland Creek which 
discharges into the Obio River and adjuining shorelines, 

6. Highland Creek which discharges into the Ohio River is a Unavigable water Qfthe United States", as 
defined in Section 502(7) of the Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1362(7), and 40 C.F.R. § 110.1, and is subject to Ih. 
jurisdiction ofSection 311 of the Act. 

7. Respondent's April 17.2011, discharge ofoil from its facility caused a 'heen upon or discolorati"" 
of the surface or the adjoining shoreline ofHighland Creek, or caused a sludge or emulsion to be 
deposited beneath the surface. and therefore, was in a quantity that has been determined may be hannful 
under 40 C.F.R. § 110.3. 

8. Re.pondenl's April 17, 2011. discharge ofoil from its facility into or upon Highland Creek and 
adjoining shorelines in a quantity that has heen determined may be harmful ender 40 C.F.R. § 110.3 
violated Section 31 1(b){3) ofU,., Act. Pursuant to Section 311(b)(6){8)(i) ofthe Acl, and 40 C.P.R. § 
19.4, the Respondent is liable for clvil penalties of up to $16,000 per violation, up to a maximum of 
$37,500. 



Docket No. CWA-04-20111-5016 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the attached Consent Agreement and 
Final Order, in the Matter ofContiIlf.1AAl.Rxsources, Inc., Docket No. CWA-04-2011-5016 (iiled 
with the Regional Hearing Clerk o,,~UV ii 0 2():1111) wasserve<\HQV 3 0 2011011 in 
the manner specified to each of the person set forth below: • 

Mr. Richard H. Straeter CERTIFIED MAIL 
Vice President, Eastern Region 
Return Receipt Requested 
Continental Resources, inc. 
P.O. Box 749 
Mt. Vernon, Illinois 62864 

Mel Rechtrnan Via EPA's Internal Mail 
RCRA and OPA Enforcement and Compliance Branch 
U.S. EPA - Region 4 
61 Forsyth Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

Quantindra Smith Via EPA's Internal Mail and PDF 
RCRA & OPA Enforcement & Compliance Branch 
U.S. EPA - Region 4 
61 Forsyth Street 
Atlanta., Georgia 30303 

Date )} ~ -; (j -/I 
Belinda 10hnson, Acting Regional Heari~AClerk 
United States Environmental ~ 
Protection Agency, Region 4 
Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
(404) 562-9511 



•• 

EPA ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE CONTROL NUMBER FORM 

PAYMENT DUE DATE!_____ 


:ffiBE COMPLETED BY THE ORGINATING OFFICE: 

(Attacb a 'Copy oftbe final GMer and tralllmittallflWrm lhfeadaatlRespondent} 


This form w:a... originated by: Mel ReebtmU on .~9129111___ 
(Name) (Date) 

inth' ;;R~Q,:,:E",CI.!",-_________,at 4U4I562-8745___ 
(Offke) (Phone Number) 

D Noo-.,\F Jndicial OrdtrfCnAftflf»ttra 
{lSAO CQLLECTS [U Admiaistntive OTlkrICoamtt AgnflUtlil 

FMO COllECTS PAYMENT 

o 511 Jlldidal Onkr/ConiWnt lh!crte 
UfUCOUECTS D Ovtrsigllt Billing- enl. PICilag(- rcqltlftd: 

Senl willo lull 

D 
D D Oversight Billi~ - eM! Package !HIt rtquin:-d 

D This i~ Itn originlll debt D Thb is .. modification 

PAYEE: Continent'll Resourres, Inc. 

The Tota! Dollar Amrumt oft..., Rereivtlble:'..1$500;!!!!~.oo!!!..___________________ 

(lfillStallmrnh, atfal.'b sdledule I)faMtlnUU And respectin dut" dates.. ~ other side of this form.) 

The Case Docket Number: CWA4J-2011-5016"-___ 

The Site Specific Superfund Acoount Nw:mber: 

'Tbe Designated ReglonallTIeadquarten Program OffICe: ReBA Diylsion 


To Be Completed By Cipcinnati FieMtt Ctekr 

Thc IFMS Aeeaunts R«eivablc COlliI'm Number ill: Date: /2011 
DISIRII!l.!IJQN: 

A. JtIDICfA f. ORDERS; ('~ ofmis f~ with .n .tterlmI wpr of t~ ff':lIIf pp£C uf iht FINAL Jl.'DICIAL URDER 
,hoold be: m.ik<I W: 

I. Dodil T .... tkiflg Offiar 2. Origi.a~Office (£AD) 
En¥irlJrullmkl ~tS«tinn "- Dmguakd Program 0f1k~ 
Dqartmtllt t;!Justkt It\! 1647 
P.O. b ?bU. JW&jnmln F....kIiu Stanoo 
W~n,.».c.Z0044 

t. Or4:luting OffIce " umpatw Program Offi« 
Z. RttiOM) Hearinr; Ckrk RtgIouJ eo.R~1 (EAD) 

http:Rereivtlble:'..1$500;!!!!~.oo

